Peptide growth factors and intestinal adaptation in short bowel syndrome.
Intestinal adaptation is the term applied to progressive recovery from intestinal failure following a loss of intestinal length. The regulation of intestinal adaptation is maintained through a complex interaction of many different factors. These include nutrients and other luminal constituents, hormones, and peptide growth factors. The current paper discusses the role of peptide growth factors in intestinal adaptation following massive small bowel resection. This review focuses on the mechanisms of action of peptide growth factors in intestinal cell proliferation, and summarizes the effects of these factors on intestinal regrowth in an animal model of short bowel syndrome.